
GEORGE BUSH & UNEMPLOYMENT  
 
With President Bush pushing forward with his economic policy that has helped create a massive unemployment 
crisis, a closer analysis of the employment data shows that this crisis has now spread to almost every corner of 
the nation. Specifically, using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, it is possible to see how many jobs have 

been lost by city and state since Bush took office. Here are some highlights from those findings: 
 
TWENTY-FOUR CITIES LOST OVER 4% OF THEIR WORKFORCE SINCE BUSH TOOK OFFICE: 
According to BLS data, more than 24 major cities in America have lost more than 4% of their entire workforce since 
Bush took office. Among the worst hit are Boulder, CO which has lost 16.7% of its workforce; San Jose, CA which 
has lost 15.9% of its workforce; San Francisco, CA which has lost 10.2% of its workforce; Flint, MI which has lost 
7.7% of its workforce; and Greenville, SC which has lost 6.8% of its workforce. 
 
37 STATES AND 173 CITIES HAVE LOST JOBS SINCE BUSH TOOK OFFICE: Out of 300 city/metropolitan 
areas and 50 states surveyed, 173 cities and 37 states have seen their workforces reduced since Bush took office. 
 
MORE THAN 2 MILLION JOBS LOST SINCE BUSH TOOK OFFICE: According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), total non-farm employment in January 2001 was 132,413,900. The latest data from January 2003 
shows that total non-farm employment is now 130,089,400 – a loss of more than 2.3 million jobs in just two years. 
 
EMPLOYMENT WAS STILL RISING WHEN BUSH TOOK OFFICE: During the months of Oct, Nov, Dec of 
200, the three months prior to the Bush inauguration, nearly 300,000 jobs were added to the economy. Even in January 
of 2001, employers hired 63,000 more workers and in February 75,000 more people were hired. In other words, the 
recession started under Bush. 
 
UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS STARTED AFTER BUSH TAX CUT AND BEFORE 911: In February, Bush said 
introduced his first tax cut proposal, saying “today, I am sending to Congress my plan to provide relief to all income 
taxpayers, which I believe will help jump-start the American economy…Americans are hearing, and some feeling, the 
economic slowdown…A warning light is flashing on the dashboard of our economy.  And we just can't drive on and 
hope for the best; we must act without delay” [Bush, 2/28/01]. Instead, the opposite happened. In the six months 
between the introduction of the tax cut and the terrorist attacks of September 11th, Labor Department data show that 
almost 500,000 jobs were lost. While the White House has claimed that the unemployment crisis was due to 
September 11th, this data prove that that clearly is not the case. 
 
BUSH LOSING MORE THAN 73,000 JOBS PER MONTH – THE WORST IN LAST TWO DECADES: 
Overall, the economy has shed an average of 73,400 jobs per month since Bush was inaugurated – the worst rate for 
any Administration in the last two decades. The President would have to create 141,000 jobs per month in order not to 
have the worst 4-year job record of any President in the last 60 years. 
 
LONG TERM UNEMPLOYMENT BACK TO BUSH I LEVELS: The long-term unemployment picture (those 
unemployed for more than 15 weeks) is at the same level it was during the worst of Bush I. In January 1993, the long-
term unemployment rate was at roughly 3.3 million - exactly where it is according to our latest data. 
 
 


